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The F i r s t  Bapt is t  Church bui ld ing was erected i n  1859 ( a r c h i t e c t  
unknown) . The bui ld ing has a Roman Tuscan por t i co  and Tuscan 
p i l a s t e r s  down t h e  s ides ,  a l l  rendered i n  molded br ick .  The building,  
before addi t ions ,  was approximately 56' wide by 84 ' long, with 
balcony down each s i d e  and a t  t h e  f r o n t  over t h e  entrance ves t ibule .  
In 1941 t h e  r e a r  wall  was removed, pushed back, and t h e  church 
extended 35'. A t  t h a t  time t h e  proscenium arch was replaced with 
a rec tangular  proscenium of great  width t o  allow f o r  an adequate 
choir  and b a p t i s t r y .  The o r i g i n a l  high p u l p i t  and s t e p s  with 
carved volute  f lankers  were re ta ined  and pushed back t o  t h e  new 
locat ion.  In 1949 the  e x t e r i o r  walls  of  the  s i d e  a i s l e s  under 
t h e  balcony were removed and 15'  s i d e  a i s l e  sea t ing  provided. The 
old  upper wall and p i l a s t e r s  a r e  supported on s t e e l  columns, encased 
i n  f l u t e d  Doric wood columns, matching t h e  o r i g i n a l  work. During 
the  1941 a l t e r a t i o n s  t h e  bui ld ing was completely a i r  conditioned. 

The b r ick  of  t h e  bui ld ing was painted a d i r t y  brown around the 
tu rn  of  t h e  century. During t h e  1949 a l t e r a t i o n s '  t h i s  pa in t  was 
ca re fu l ly  removed, exposing a range o f  colors from l i g h t  t an  t o  dark 
pink. 
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The First Baptist  Church was t h e  scene of the  first southern s t a t e  
convention t o  declare  i t s  separa t ion from t h e  United S t a t e s  o f  
America--an a c t  which ul t imate ly  l e d  t o  c i v i l  war. The delegates 
assembled here on December 17, 1860, and unanimously declared t h e i r  
i n t e n t  t h a t  the  S t a t e  of South Carolina should secede from t h e  
Union. This a c t  of separat ion,  coming from a S t a t e  of  leading 
p o l i t i c a l  prominence, ca r r i ed  an immediate momentum throughout t h e  
Gulf S t a t e s  and Georgia,inducing them t o  declare  t h e i r  own separat ion.  
This momentum f o r  secession was not  unopposed. In every s t a t e  
convention outs ide  South Carolina, a determined minority stood out 
f o r  delay. Four S ta tes -  -Arkansas, North Carolina, Virgina, and 
Tennessee--did not  make t h e  break without the  f u r t h e r  inducement o f  
t h e  f a l l  of  Fort Sumter. The d i l a t o r y  minor i t ies  who counseled 
delay might have been major i t i e s  i n  a few c r i t i c a l  cases. However, 
South Carolina 's  p r e c i p i t a t e  ac t ion demanded a t e s t  o f  t h e  theory 
of secession. Many Southerners who may have regre t t ed  South Carolina 's  
ac t ion were put on t h e  spot .  If they did not come t o  the  support 
o f  t h e i r  s i s t e r  S ta te ,  South Carolina might be compelled t o  re tu rn  
t o  t h e  fo ld  thus d i sc red i t ing  t h e  doc t r ine  of  secession.  

Although the  convention met f o r  only one day a t  Columbia and signed 
t h e  S t a t e ' s  Ordinance of  Secession only a f t e r  reassembling i n  
Charleston, t h e  i n t e n t  of t h e  S t a t e ' s  p o l i t i c a l  leaders  was c l e a r l y  
and publ ic ly  declared a t  t h e  F i r s t  Bapt is t  Church i n  Columbia. 

History 

In t h e  ea r ly  p a r t  of t h e  decade p r i o r  t o  t h e  Civ i l  War, the  Compromise 
of 1850 emerged from t h e  g rea t  debates designed t o  s e t t l e  t h e  quest ion 
of  s lavery  t h a t  divided the  country. The Compromise seemed t o  be 
holding together  and pa r ty  leaders  r igorously avoided t a l k  of  
s lavery,  favor ing discussion o f  i n d u s t r i a l  and t e r r i t o r i a l  expansion. 
But hopes f o r  sec t iona l  t r a n q u i l l i t y  were f l e e t i n g  . The Fugit ive 
Slave Act played i n t o  t h e  hands of  northern an t i s l avery  rad ica l s .  
Abol i t ion i s t  r eac t ion  t o  t h e  Act convinced many Southerners t h a t  
northern publ ic  opinion was implacably h o s t i l e  t o  t h e i r  way of l i f e .  
Southern proslavery "f i re-ea t ingM r a d i c a l s  were pleased by t h i s  turn-.-. /'. ([J j 



Journal  of t h e  Convention o f  ' t h e  'People ' o f  'South 'Carolina, Charleston, 
Evans and Cogswell, P r in te r s ,  1861. 

Channing, Edward, A History o f ' t h e U n i t e d ' S t a t e s ,  Vol. V I ,  New York, 
Macmillan Co., 1937. 

South Carolina: A Guide t o  the  Palmetto S t a t e ,  Work Projec ts  Administration, 
New York, Oxford University Press, 1941. I 
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of events which strengthened t h e i r  secess ion i s t  influence.  In  both 
sect ions  emotions began t o  outweigh reason and patience.  

The Kansas-Nebraska Act sha t t e red  pa r ty  alignments and l e d  t o  severe 
p o l i t i c a l  po la r i za t ion  of t h e  great  regions o f  t h e  nation.  The Act 
l e d  t o  t h e  emergence of  t r u l y  sec t iona l  pa r ty  a l legiances .  Following 
t h e  e lec t ion  of  1856 it was c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  new Republican Party 
could eventually capture t h e  presidency against  s o l i d  southern 
opposition. President  Buchanan t r i e d  vainly  t o  suppress t h e  s lavery  
i s sue .  However, t h e  American people would not be d i s t r a c t e d .  The 
Supreme Court of fered no acceptable opinion and t h e  Dred Scot t  decision 
fomented f u r t h e r  estrangement o f  t h e  sec t ions .  The Panic o f  1857 
s t i f l e d  t h e  Nation's prosper i ty  which e a r l i e r  served t o  mask t h e  
sec t iona l  controversy. The southern cotton market escaped t h e  depression 
and Southerners began t o  bel ieve  t h a t  t h e i r  economy was b e t t e r  off  
separated from t h e  Nation. 

In 1858, Republicans captured t h e  House o f  Representatives and f u r t h e r  
obstructed Buchananls pol icy  of appeasement. In 1859 southern e f f o r t s  
t o  revive  t h e  in te rna t iona l  s l ave  t r ade ,  coupled with John Brown's 
a ssau l t  a t  Harper's Ferry, g rea t ly  inflamed animosit ies .  Crisis 
followed c r i s i s  u n t i l ,  i n  t h e  minds o f  many, t h e  supreme t e s t  of  union 
would be t h e  e lec t ion  o f  1860. The Republican appeal was c l e a r l y  
sec t iona l  -- Lincoln I s  v i c to ry  a minority success. The quest ion now was, 
would the  South withdraw from t h e  Union because of t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  a 
"black Republican. 

The deep South answered yes. This time t h e  secess ion i s t s  were ready 
and organized. South Carolina, known f o r  t h e  prominent secess ion i s t  
sympathies of many o f  i t s  leaders ,  acted f i r s t .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  had 
remained i n  sess ion throughout t h e  na t iona l  e l ec t ion  and immediately 
afterward summoned a convention. 

On Monday, December 17, 1860, t h e  South Carolina Convention of  t h e  
People met i n  t h e  F i r s t  Bapt is t  Church i n  Columbia. The convention 
gave t h e  cha i r  t o  D.  F .  Jamison who s t a t e d  t h e  case f o r  South Carolina 
and the  r e s t  of t h e  seceding s t a t e s  as  well as  it was ever s t a ted :  He 
declared t h a t  t h e  members o f  t h e  convention were determined t o  cas t  
o f f  t h e  yoke of  t h e  Federal Government and adopt new safeguards f o r  
t h e i r  secur i ty .  He warned h i s  colleagues t o  be wary of  conc i l i a t ion  
and t h a t  e f f o r t s  t o  preserve t h e  Union would prove f r u i t l e s s .  
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After  a b r i e f  recess ,  t h e  following reso lu t ion  was moved--"That it 
i s  the  opinion o f  t h i s  Convention t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  o f  South Carolina 
should forthwith secede from the  Federal Union, known as  t h e  United 
S t a t e s  o f  America." The delegates voted unanimously i n  favor of  t h e  
resolut ion,  159 t o  0. A t  t h e  time, t h e  smallpox was raging i n  
Columbia and t h e  convention voted t o  reassemble a t  Charleston. On 
December 20 t h e  formal Ordinance o f  Secession was adopted unanimously 
and signed by the  e n t i r e  delegation.  
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